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MIRIAM ZACH

In reflecting on this past year that has challenged our creativity, resilience,
perseverance, teamwork, gratitude and hope, and as we prepare for a new
year, I’m reminded of the phoenix, a mythical bird that symbolizes
eternity, strength and renewal, reborn during a journey of challenges.
Where would the phoenix be without singing and fire?
I hope you’ll join me in being very grateful that we are musicians; we who are
able to offer inspiration, beauty and comfort via our immaterial art form. Let
us continue to give with optimism and enthusiasm, considering obstacles as
creative opportunities. Let us continue to share presence of our music, and
kind thoughtfulness with ourselves and each other.

2020 Activities
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way!” declared Margaret Zach (my mother)
long ago. During 2020, life presented many opportunities to be creative as
a musician-researcher-teacher. Here are some of them.

Januar y 25
Iowa State student Louis Shriver performed “All Bach” (organ, violin, piano)
recital in the Martha-Ellen Tye Recital Hall

Februar y 15
Town and Gown Musicale duet with Amy Christensen (oboe) at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Ames, Iowa

Februar y 22
Organizer and performer in 24th International Festival of Women Composers
in the Martha-Ellen Tye Recital Hall

March 3
Performance of “Fughetta and Air” by Florence Price, which aired on
Pipedreams NPR Women Work program for International Women’s Day

March 12
Iowa State senior recital with Leif Albertson (clarinet and organ) in the
Martha-Ellen Tye Recital Hall

April to December
Remotely recorded more than 50 virtual duets, a “pandemic playlist,” with
Cantor/Baritone Nolan Brown, for St. John’s Episcopal Church.

May 6
Iowa State student Macklin Derscheid passed the continuation exam in organ
by virtually performing the organ he built in his house.

May 29
Sang alto in Virtual Reunion 2020 of the Princeton University Chapel Choir
directed by Penna Rose

July 1
I was elected Dean of the Central Iowa American Guild of Organists (CIAGO).

August 26
Performance of “O sacrum convivium” by Rolande Falcinelli which aired
on Pipedreams NPR Women’s Equality Day program, the 100th
anniversary giving women the right to vote in the United States

September 8
Anna Magnusson interviewed me for KHOI radio about the House Organ
donated by Pat Scharbaum.

October 3
My resumé was published in the European Chapter American Guild of
Organists Newsletter.

October 24
CIAGO Commissioning Service premiered “Orgelkids,” the only one in Iowa,
designed in the Netherlands and built in Eugene, Oregon.

November 7
“Vive la France,” a concert by the ISU Organ and Harpsichord Studio
of Dr. Miriam Zach (Levi Frazier, Macklin Derscheid, Mark Kuhnlein,
Noah Schultz, Dr. Stephen Smith) was webcast.

November 20
Carl Staplin archive of organ/choral scores and recordings was generously
donated to Iowa State University Library

December 5
Virtual 32nd Annual Organists of Iowa “Musique de Noël” solo organ concert
by Dr. Miriam Zach. Some comments received:
“C’est magnifique! Bien joué! Bon travail! You did it! You brought music of
Noël through the obstacles! It feels like we shall have a happier ending to
this year than we did a beginning. I loved the Messiaen and Balbastre! I
ended up taking the up-close seat in front of my television.” – Levi Frazier
“The first few pieces were memorable to me for inspiring calm and meditation.
They were like musical poetry … like a butterfly that treads, very lightly,
on the heart strings, evoking varying emotions and always bringing you
back to a single tone for a point of anchoring and clarity ... this was the
organ when it is not overpowering and grand. It was gentle, clear tonality
without the bushy, fiery quality of more classical organ church music. I
love both, but it is not often I hear its simple reed and wind instrument
facet. It made a wonderful interlude for my day and lifted my spirits greatly.
Music is such an important part of worship, and I appreciate the work you
do to provide that important facet of our services.” – Cristine Mincheff

Women Composers
I organized and performed in the 24th International Festival of Women
Composers Concert on February 22, 2020, including repertoire and
performers from England, India, France and Germany. In the history of
music, the availability of scores, recordings and books affect the formation of
repertorial canons that determine what is performed and heard in concert
halls and worship services. This consequently shapes cultural expectations
of specific works and selects composers to be included in the educational
process of future musicians. Music composed by women has been marginal
to the standard repertoire of performers. This does not indicate a lack of the
existence of women composers, but rather a lack of societal awareness and
encouragement on their behalf. Currently I am planning the 25th International
Festival of Women Composers for March 2021.

Honors 324B: Music, Acoustics and Architecture
In spring 2020, I enjoyed encouraging the life of the mind in a new
interdisciplinary undergraduate research course, Honors 324B: Music,
Acoustics and Architecture, and am teaching the course again in spring
2021. One of our innovative projects was to invent (design-build) a
musical instrument that students played in class.

(PHOTO TAKEN MARCH 5TH, 2020)

St. John’s Episcopal Church
“I am honored to continue to serve as Music Director/Organist with Reverend
Kim Turner Baker and St. John’s musicians. Following public health guidelines,
we have found new and wonderful ways to share musical talents and experiment
with time and space, recording solos or small ensembles for services, singing
along with the King’s Singers or hymns together heartily at home with mute on.
Since April 2020, St. John’s Cantor/baritone Nolan Brown and I have created a
“pandemic playlist” of more than 50 virtual duets made in remote collaboration
that have been aired on YouTube to offer comfort, inspiration and beauty to the
spiritual community of St. John’s and the world.

Former organ students in leadership positions
I enjoy hearing how my students are sharing their talents to benefit
humankind, and I look forward to continuing to encourage the development
of future musicians.
Peter S. Binder, organist at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Dubuque, Iowa,
and archdiocese of Dubuque St. Pius X Seminary at Loras College
Zachariah Hastings, director of music at Pacific Hills Lutheran Church in
Omaha, Nebraska

Central Iowa American Guild of Organists
CIAGO members have been creatively navigating in our new pandemic reality,
collaborating with churches and academic centers in 14 counties of Central
Iowa. I am honored to have been elected on July 1, 2020, to serve as Dean.
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